Katie, withd aug hters
{from left] Olivia, Sophie,
and Blissie, says her
own ho me has “good
bones and great Llight.”

IS WHERE HER

HEART IS

DESIGNER KATIE SWENSON'S DEFINITION OF
A DREAM HOUSE IS ONE THAT' S AFFORDABLE,
ECO-FRIENDLY—AND GREAT FOR A FAMILY.

BY STEVE DOUGHERTY

78 familycircle.com

Katie Swenson still loves to get her hands
dirty. A designer of low- and middle-
income housing in Charlottesville, Virginia,
she works most of the time behind a desk
with diagrams, blueprints and floor plans.
But nothing’s more fun than slipping into
work boots and playing carpenter at a con-
struction site, where the athletic 38-year-
old can wield a hammer or a caulking gun
like a pro. “I’ve spent I don’t know how
many hours on my hands and knees” she
says. “Whether it’s sealing a window or
insulating a wall, I'm a fanatic about the
nitty-gri tty details.”

If Katie sweats the small stuff, it's be-
cause she’s serious about making a differ-
ence. As founder and director of the
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Foundation—a group that encourages
young architects to be come involved in
local community development—to help
revitalize a historic Charlottesville resi-
dential neighborhood known as 10th
and Page. Once a charming enclave of
tree-lined streets and two-story homes
with wide front porches, the area had
become run-down and infested with
drug dealers. For Katie it was an inter-
active experience that include d face-to-
face meetings with residents so she
couldincorporate their suggestionsin






